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How can I be happy when I’m hungry all the time?

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.”

Matthew 5:6

I have never really been hungry. Have you? What I mean is I can’t remember a time when I had gone days without eating and didn’t know when I would eat again. What a terrible, desperate feeling that must be. People who go on diets can’t say they know that kind of hunger, but they speak of feeling hungry all the same. And it’s not a pleasant feeling.

Jesus once said that actually it’s great to be hungry all the time. In fact, it makes you happy. But listen to the “hunger” he’s talking about: “Blessed (happy) are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matthew 5:6). The only hunger that makes someone happy is the hunger for righteousness.

[image: image4]Jesus used the word “righteousness” to talk about two related blessings for his followers. First of all, righteousness is being declared not guilty by God. It’s an acquittal. Righteousness means that God the Judge looks at you and declares you not guilty of all your sins because Jesus covers you in his holiness. Jesus’ holiness becomes your holiness in God’s sight. That’s righteousness and it’s a gift that is received by those who put their trust in Jesus as their Savior. Flowing from this gift is another one. When you know God has forgiven your sins, you want to do things God’s way. This, too, is righteousness. Jesus says when you long for God’s not guilty verdict, you will also long for ways to say “thank you” with your life. You will hunger for righteousness.

There’s lots of spiritual junk food out there, and it may seem like your soul’s hunger will be satisfied by it. What about the idea that if you’re pretty good or just try a little harder or are better than the next guy, then God will have to accept you? That’s not real righteousness. It’s self-righteousness, and it’s a spiritual Twinkie that can never truly satisfy your spiritual needs.

Instead be hungry for Jesus’ righteousness. Yearn for the forgiveness only he can supply and receive it by trusting in him. And then stay hungry. Stay hungry for making the words and deeds of your life a big “thank you” to God who sent his Son Jesus for you. To be hungry for righteousness is to be happy … and satisfied. 

 DEAD SEA SCROLLS  

Sunday, July 25 is the date we will be going to view the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at the Science Museum of Minnesota.  We will be going with a group from Salem and will be taking a bus.  Another sign-up sheet has been posted, so that those who are able and willing to go on July 25 can sign –up.  The cost will be $24 for adults and $20 for children (Includes tickets for the museum and$2 for the bus.)  The deadline for signing up and having money in is July 1st.  Even if you previously signed up on the other sheet, you must sign up on this sheet to reserve your spot on this outing. Any questions, speak to the pastor.

BAPTISM  - A Washing for All Time
            No one likes the thought of being wet for a long time. Think of a toddler squirming in a squishy diaper or an adult caught in a cold April shower. What uncomfortable pictures flash before the mental video screen! The very thought makes us shiver.
            For a child of God, the picture of being wet for a lifetime evokes a far different reaction. Instead of discomfort and chills, the Christian senses the warmth and comfort that radiate from the promises that are ours through the water of Holy Baptism. Through this washing of water and the Word, the holy God comes into our lives and leaves us “wet” for life. God comes to us through this Sacrament and engulfs us in his powerful grace. Although this washing happens only once, it is so powerful that it drenches our parched souls with the sweet refreshment of forgiveness over and over again. Baptism is a washing with lasting effect. It’s no wonder Luther, the great reformer, once said, “Every Christian consequently has enough to learn and to practice all his life in regard to Baptism” (Large Catechism, Janzow translation, p. 103).
            Can Baptism mean so much throughout my entire life? Scripture says so. In fact, God has much to say about this washing of water with the Word. The various forms of the word baptize occur over one hundred times in the New Testament. The apostle Paul states, “You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). Read carefully, and rejoice. Notice the passive verbs. You were cleansed. You were set apart. You were declared innocent before God’s throne. Notice the past tense. It is an accomplished fact. Let skeptics snicker, but no one can change what God has declared. In Baptism we have been united in Jesus and washed clean. The water of Baptism will affect our lives forever. If God makes a promise, it stands sure and solid. “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind” (Numbers 23:19).
            Think of your baptism every morning as you face the mirror with water dripping from your face. Remember that God has washed you clean through the blood of Jesus and poured that forgiveness upon you through Baptism. “Be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). Through the water of Baptism, we have been washed for life. This precious water warms and comforts us.
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
            The May  edition of the Men’s Breakfast  Bible Study will be on Saturday, June  20 at 9:00am.  The breakfast menu will feature eggs, bacon & hash browns.  We will  take the second session of a new study of the last book of the Bible – Revelation  Come and join this time for fellowship and spiritual growth.

God’s Goals for Your Roles
by Pastor Mark Jeske

II. Wives and Mothers  - Good Wives Forgive 
            There must be something in estrogen that promotes development of human memory. Men would be sunk without their wives’ formidable ability to remember birthdays, anniversaries, relatives’ names, and children’s clothing sizes.

            The downside to that phenomenal memory is that women also tend to remember all too vividly the failings of their husbands and children. When those memories bring back pain, it gets harder to forgive.

We can’t delete memories as if they were computer files. How can you forgive when you can’t forget? Well, realize that anger never drains away by itself. We need to choose to get rid of it. God enables us to do just that! As we grow more aware of our sins and God’s great mercy and forgiveness for us, we grow kinder toward those who have hurt us.

            St. Paul has healing words for all who want to get rid of their grudges: Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you (Colossians 3:12-14).

News From the Church Council

VBS Our VBS will be on August 16 & 17 (Monday & Tuesday) 9am – 4pm.  More information will appear later.

Summer School The church council approved paying tuition cost for the pastor to attend a summer class at MLC in New Ulm, from July 12-16.  The course will be “Teaching How the Brain Learns”

Trustees Landscaping – One bid on a proposed landscaping project has been obtained ($6,000).  Another bid will be sought before deciding on the projected.

Tuck Pointing Of Bell Tower  A bid on some needed repair of the bricks & mortar on the bell tower was received ($12,500)  Another will be sought before making a decision.

District Convention  The Minnesota District Convention will be held June 15017 at MLC in New Ulm.  The pastor and Gerald Kruase will be attending as delegates for Cross.

Surgery Pastor Barlow is scheduled to have knee surgery on June 17.  The chairman of the congregation and the elders will be working with the pastor to cover the worship services, Bible Studies, etc during his convalescence. 

Other news & notes

The members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Montrose, and Trinity Lutheran Church, Crawford Lake, are observing Pastor Robert Hellmann’s forty years in the ministry on Sunday, June 6. The service will be at 10:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s. A dinner will follow at noon in the church basement. Everyone is invited.


On May 20, Pastor Darren Green, District Coordinator for Special Ministry, made a presentation to our Senior Fellowship.

	Meeting of the Board 
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     There will be a meeting of the Board immediately after the service," announced the pastor. 
       After the close of the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of the auditorium for the announced meeting. But there was a stranger in their midst -- a visitor who had never attended their church before. 
       "My friend," said the pastor, "Didn't you understand that this is a meeting of the Board?"  
      "Yes," said the visitor, "and after today's sermon, I suppose I'm just about as bored as anyone else who came to this meeting."

Free Parking

            A Redneck cowboy from Sweetwater, Texas, walked into a bank in New York City and asked for the loan officer.  He told the loan officer that he was going to Paris for an International Redneck Festival and would be gone for two weeks.  He needed to borrow $5,000 but he was not a depositor in that bank.
             The bank officer told him that the bank would need some form of security for the loan, so the Redneck handed over the keys to a new Ferrari.  The car was parked on the street in front of the bank.  He produced the title and everything checked out.  The loan officer agreed to hold the    car as collateral for the loan and apologized for having to charge 12% interest.  Later, the bank's president and its officers all enjoyed a  good laugh at the Redneck from Texas for using a $250,000 Ferrari as collateral for a $5,000 loan.
            An employee of the bank then drove the Ferrari into the bank's private underground garage and parked it.
Two weeks later, the Redneck returned, repaid the $5,000 and the interest of $23.07.
             The loan officer said, "Sir, we are very happy to have had your  business, and this transaction has worked out very nicely, but we are a  little puzzled.  While you were away, we checked you out on Dun &  Bradstreet and found that you are a highly successful investor and
 multimillionaire with real estate and financial interests all over the world.  Your investments include a large number of wind turbines around  Sweetwater, Texas .  What puzzles us is, why would you bother to borrow
 $5,000?" The good ol' Texas boy replied, "Where else in New York City can I park my car for two weeks for only $23.07 and expect it to be here when I return?

19 Minute Bible 

Study 

Proverbs
Starts Sunday, June 6th, Following The After-Church Fellowship.  Plan to Join Us!
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